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where the atmosphere after a very short while became for him
unbearable, but seemed to suit the natives.
Much more did he relate to me—of the first bath, the tact, the
psychological insight that were required; nearly as much as for the
first haircut. He himself went with a few chosen braves into the bath-
house. It was some time before they got over their amazement at his
white skin. Later there was the excitement of showing them a film,
and the problem of its explanation. How to prevent them connecting
it with the spirits which their parents worshipped ? That too was
accomplished. The death in the school of one of the pupils cast a
gloom over them all. When the dead child's father came to take the
body, he begged for a piece of the sheet on which he had died, as,
according to Chukot custom, several articles which the dead used
when alive are always buried with him. With some trepidation for
discrepancies in the hospital stock list, the doctor complied with the
request. There was no hint of anti-religious propaganda at this stage,
With the body was also buried some paper, and the pen and pencil
the boy had used in school.
The arrival of an aeroplane served as valuable educational material
for the children and adults. They quickly developed a liking for
flying.
After four years' work, Semoushkin was satisfied that the school
was a great success. In the near future it was to be developed into a
seven-year school, preparing the children for the various activities of
the district—seal-hunting, fur-trapping, reindeer-breeding, and the
new co-operative life. For their medical and pedagogical training,
both the Chukots and Esquimaux would come to Moscow on an
equality with other inhabitants of the U.S.S.R. Semoushkin's work is
typical of what is being done in many other districts. When the almost
insuperable difficulties with which the Soviet cultural workers had to
contend in the Far North are taken into account, the achievements
are amazing. There are no racial groups which at this day are not
receiving some education or other, for adults as well as children, poor
though it may still be in some cases. Every district has now its cultural
base, with a boarding-school wherever possible. Where this is not
possible the school travels with the tribe. For the settled inhabitants
—and settlement is being greatly encouraged—there is a day school.
A medical and veterinary station makes up the minimum that must
be included in a cultural base. The more developed bases have a
hospital, cinema, club-house with adult education centre, and a co-
operative. Twenty-six national groups have now a written alphabet;
of these fourteen have been Latinised. There are now a considerable

